[Confronting the artefact patient with manipulative behavior].
Patients with self-inflicted skin disorders form a rather heterogeneous group. Our paper is intended to provide the practitioner with some orientation concerning interaction and therapeutic procedure in patients with artefactual skin diseases. Basically, these patients should be differentiated according to what extent they are aware of their manipulations. This degree of awareness should then be the guideline for a well-dosed and sensitive confrontation with their manipulative behavior. In any case, a positive result of the confrontation largely depends on the confidential relationship between physician and patient.